
Child & Youth Consultation Guide   
For Designing Successful Parks 

 
All children have ideas for how their local parks and reserves can be improved. Given the right 
opportunities, children and teenagers can be excellent contributors to the design of vibrant and 
successful public spaces. However, children are often insufficiently involved in park design 
processes. This happens for a number of reasons. Children many not know about an engagement 
event, they may not feel invited or brave enough to speak up in a room full of adults or peers. It is 
the job of the designers and project managers to alleviate these barriers, and find different ways to 
engage with young people so that they feel welcome, included, respected, valued and listened to.  
 
To be successful, consultation should be deliberate and proactive. Designers must seek out and 
incorporate kids’ wishes and ideas into the park’s design. Engagement methods should be varied, 
and enable children to share their ideas in the way that suits them best. Designers must seek to 
understand what young people want and deliver their ideas in the design. 

Consultation Tips: 
 Talk to them 

o Conduct focus groups with youth  
o Ask children what they like to do when they play, rather than what they would like in a park 
o Set up in surrounding local parks, have short pointed feedback forms. Attract youth to 

participate in providing feedback with free pizza, music, prizes or balloons 
o Draft concept designs should be provided to the local children to allow them to review the 

design and provide further feedback 
 Give them power 

o Embrace and include any youth groups or organisations that want to be involved in the 
design process and work collaboratively with them through brainstorming sessions, 
workshops and even share fundraising responsibilities 

o When allowing the local community to choose a design option, invite kids and give them 
each a vote too 

 Involve local schools 
o Go into local schools and ask kids to draw what they’d like to see in their parks. Designers 

can use these ideas to help them in their park design 
o Use youth leaders in schools to circulate questionnaires with their peers for feedback 

 Use Art 
o Run a design competition for youth  
o Set up community-participation-stations where local community members young and old 

can create artwork (drawings, clay sculptures, etc.) demonstrating what they want the park 
to look like or elements it should contain 

o Ask kids to make posters of draft designs and post them up at shops, schools, local 
community venues for comment   

 Use Social Media and Technology 
o Use social media to reach out to teens and youth: facebook, twitter, instagram, and tumblr 

can be useful vehicles to engage hard to reach populations 
o Allow youth to text responses and suggestions to the design team 
o Provide updates on the project development on youth websites, community and school 

newsletters, emails and newspaper. 
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